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 Kathleen Jarrell andLeslie Jones-Michail adjudicate at NC-ASTACAP  

A Message from Dr. Nancy E Bargerstock 

I am happy to report about an NC ASTA CAP event that was held at Myers Park 

High School in Charlotte on Saturday, May 21st 2016. There was a wonderful 

showing this year with 15 students auditioning on violin, viola and cello—playing 

from Foundation level through Level 9. 

I wish to send a big “thank you” to Kathleen Jarrell, Judith Meister and Leslie 

Jones-Michail for their time and adjudication talents. As well as a huge thank you 

to Christina Sienkiewicz who hosted the event at her school and Chandler Fadero 

who served as monitor. It is only by everyone contributing a bit of their attention 

and time that the students have these opportunities. My own students traveled two 

hours one-way from Boone to perform their programs. They told me how excited 

and inspired they were, and I noticed that they had practiced harder than at any 

other time during the school year.  

Please pass the word about this wonderful ASTA offering to other private studio 

teachers, even those who are not yet members. Ideally, there should be events 

happening in other areas of the state-not just in Charlotte. If anyone is interested 

in coordinating such an even in the future, I am available to advise you. Charlotte 

area teachers should take note that we have established this location as an 

annual even– either the third or fourth Saturday in May.  

For further information about ASTA CAP, please feel free to contact me at: 

bargrstockne@appstate.edu 
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Highlights From Spring 2016 

Renowned Musicians Give Masterclasses at 
UNCG 

Pinchas Zukerman presented a masterclass at UNCG on January 30, 2016, while 

in town to perform with the Greensboro Symphony. The class featured three 

students, violinists Hannah Spear and Matt Kiefer, and violist Jessica Ronnevik. 

After working with the students, Mr. Zukerman answered questions from the 

audience. The audience was quite diverse, including teachers and students from 

around the state, and many Greensboro Symphony patrons.  

On May 2, 2016, Noah Bendix-Balgley gave a masterclass at UNCG in the Recital 

Hall. Noah is currently Concertmaster of the Berlin Philharmonic, having just left 

his position as Concertmaster of the Pittsburgh Symphony. He is a North Carolina 

native, and was performing the Beethoven Concerto for Violin and Orchestra with 

the NC Symphony. Four violinists played for Noah's class: Cole Freeman, Robert 

Garbarz, William Estes, and Tori Gilbreath (also all NC natives!). He took the time 

to answer questions after teaching, and passed along great advice on orchestra 

audition preparation.  

Summer Guitar Festival at ECU 

The ECU Summer Guitar Festival took place from July 6 to July 9. The event 

included recitals by Jason Vieaux, Stephen Robinson, Isaac Bustos, Andrew 

Zohn, the Akerman Teixeira Duo, 2015 solo competition winner Colin Fullerton, 

Justin Hoke and festival director Elliot Frank. Additional faculty included Patrick 

Lui, Adam Kossler, Christopher Adkins, John Porter and guitar orchestra director 

Hart Wells. Festival participants received daily lessons in master class format and 

performed with the guitar orchestra. In addition there were two solo competitions, 

one for youth and the open division. Joseph Tollefsen won first prize in the youth 

division, and Matthew Gillen won first prize in the open division and will be a 

featured performer at next year's festival. All of the prize winners received a prize 

package from the D'Addario Music Foundation as well as monetary awards. Next 

year's festival will take place July 15-18.  

NC Suzuki Institute 

The North Carolina Suzuki Institute 

at East Carolina University was 

held July 10 – 15, 2016. The 

program just celebrated its 34th 

year and includes opportunities for 

Suzuki violin, viola, and cello 

students of all levels to learn 

through daily master classes, and 

classes in technique, repertoire, 

movement, and orchestra. 

Optional fiddling, chamber music, 

advanced repertoire, and viola for 

the violinist classes are also 

offered. In addition, teacher 

development courses are offered 

to those interested in learning 

more about Suzuki pedagogy and 

child development. Students and 

teachers come from around the 

country to participate in this fun 

filled week. For many of the 

faculty, it is a reunion in that many 

attended the institute as students 

and are ECU graduates who 

received the Master’s in Suzuki 

Pedagogy. For more information, 

please see our website at: 

www.ecu.edu/music/suzuki  

Or e-mail : 

suzuki@ecu.edu.  

Next year’s Suzuki Institute will be 

held July 9-14.  

UNCG students and faculty with Pinchas Zukerman after his masterclass.  



Lynn Harrell in 

Residence at 

UNC 

Greensboro 

Internationally acclaimed 

cellist Lynn Harrell will be in 

residence at UNC 

Greensboro from December 

1-4, 2016, as part of the 

yearlong series "War and 

Peace Imagined." Mr Harrell 

will perform twice, both in 

solo recital and with the 

University Symphony 

Orchestra. The performance 

with the orchestra, on 

December 2 at 7:30 p.m., 

will feature Ernest Bloch's 

"Schelomo," which is one of 

Harrell's signature pieces. 

Complementary tickets are 

available to groups of high 

school students, and can be 

requested by e-mailing 

Kevin Geraldi at: 

kmgerald@uncg.edu 

 

Harrell will also coach 

students in a masterclass, 

participate in a question/

answer session, and tour the 

UNCG Cello Archives, which 

is the largest repository of 

cello music and documents 

in the world. Harrell's visit 

commemorates the life and 

work of his teacher, Lev 

Aronson, who's personal 

collection is housed at 

UNCG.  

 

As one of the most 

significant cellists of our 

time, Lynn Harrell's 

residency at UNCG will be a 

fantastic opportunity to hear 

and interact with a 

tremendous artist.  

Bob Phillips is recognized as an expert in all aspects of string education and has achieved 
national renown as a composer, string pedagogue, conductor, and string editor for Alfred 
Publishing. Pam Phillips wears many hats serving as a producer, manager, assistant 
teacher and consultant. Bob brings a wealth of knowledge and a sense of humor to his 
workshops, clinics, and guest conducting. 

NC ASTA Sponsored Events 

String Pedagogy and Practice for the 
Classroom and Private Studio  

Bob and Pam Phillips offer motivational and innovative educational programs for 
string teachers and students all around the country. Appalachian State University's 
Hayes School of Music and NC ASTA will co-sponsor Bob and Pam's Two-Day 
String Pedagogy Workshop on Friday, Nov. 11th and Saturday Nov. 12th, 2016. 
Session topics include: an overview of music industry and educational composing, 
classroom communication skills (modeling, tempo of presentation, sequencing, 
eye contact, and humor), teaching fiddling, jazz, and improvisation, and strategies 
for recruiting strings, etc. There is plenty of information for the non-string playing 
player who finds themselves teaching strings also. 
 

One CEU will be available for those completing 10 contact hours. Four contact 
hours are available on Friday afternoon (1-5pm), plus 2 online non-resident credit 
hours: 1/2 credits per website viewed. (Websites will be recommended and may 
include: string pedagogy, and advocacy topics.) The Saturday workshop provides 
6 additional contact hours (9:30-4:30pm). Please note: You must attend Friday 
afternoon and all day Saturday to earn one CEU. 
Upon successful completion of the course, participants will receive a letter stating 
the number of hours you participated. Please check with your school system for 
renewal requirements. Registration fees include all instructional materials and 
Saturday refreshments and lunch.  
 

Invest in professional development targeted at the best teaching practices in the 
Fundamentals and Basics of string instruction. Bring your instrument and take part 
in the training demonstrations and jam sessions. String students from NC ASTA 
Collegiate Student Chapters and from local public and community music schools 
will join the group activities.  

For more information, visit:  

https://music.appstate.edu/academics/special-programs/string-pedagogy-

workshop 

 



Southeast String Festival 

The 7th Annual Southeast Honors String Festival hosted at UNCG is an intensive 

three-day festival for students in grades 9-12, as well as middle and high school 

orchestra directors. 

 

The festival Honors Orchestra provides an opportunity for advanced string 

students to further the development of their performance skills through rehearsals, 

sectionals, performances, and master classes. Mr. Steven Eggleston, Professor 

and Director of Orchestras Emeritus at Illinois Wesleyan University, will serve as 

guest clinician. Brochures and applications will be available in October 2016. 

Student applications, including CD audition recordings, are due no later than 

December 6, 2016. Those selected for participation will be notified of their 

acceptance by December 13, 2016. Based on the audition CD, some students will 

be selected for a complimentary private lesson with UNCG string faculty 

members, scheduled as part of the Festival. The fee for each selected student is 

$50, which includes lunch and dinner on Saturday in the UNCG Dining Hall. The 

String Festival will conclude with a concert by the Honors String Orchestra on 

Sunday, January 22 in UNCG Auditorium. 

 

Based on the audition CD students will be selected for a complimentary private 

lesson with UNCG string faculty members, scheduled as part of the Festival. 

 

The String Teachers Conference features clinics on topics including string 

pedagogy, instrument repair, and effective rehearsal techniques, presented by 

members of the UNCG Music faculty and guests. The fee for all participating string 

directors and private teachers is $65, which includes the festival fee, 

refreshments, and parking. Participants may earn 1.5 units of North Carolina 

Certificate Renewal Credit. The String Teachers Conference is a terrific 

opportunity to grow and develop as teachers and musicians under the guidance 

and inspiration of our outstanding clinicians.  

For more information visit: https://performingarts.uncg.edu/string-festival/  

Students perform alongside faculty in  ECU Next Generation  

ECU Next 

Generation 

East Carolina University's Four 

Seasons Chamber Music Festival 

presents Next Generation concerts and 

residencies in Charlotte, Greensboro, 

Greenville and Durham in October 

2016! Next Generation residencies 

provide un-rivaled opportunities for high 

school and middle school students from 

throughout North Carolina that include 

side-by-side rehearsals and 

performances, individual master 

classes and participation in career-

relevant discussions - all with world-

renowned guest artists, ECU faculty 

artists and current and former ECU 

students as mentors and co-

collaborators. Four Seasons invites 

serious and talented young musicians 

to join in this special project! 

 

To apply to a Next Generation 

residency, visit www.ecu.edu/

fourseasons and click on the Next 

Generation tab. There is no charge to 

apply or to participate and students 

may apply for individual events or the 

entire session.  

 

The application deadline is October, 10, 

2016. For specific dates for each city 

and more information contact Four 

Seasons at fourseasons@ecu.edu or 

visit our website.  

Southeast Strings Festival  Participants 



Leadership 

Changes 

ASTA and the state chapters 

change officers on May 15 

of every even year. Below 

are our most recent changes 

 

Thank you to Mira Frisch 

(UNC-Charlotte) who has 

rotated off the NC-ASTA 

Board as she has completed 

her two year term as past-

president. Rebecca 

MacLeod (UNC-

Greensboro) is now our past

-president, and we look 

forward to continuing to work 

with her and having her 

assistance with various 

chapter activities.  

Aaron Craven (Forsyth 

Country Day School) is our 

president-elect. We are glad 

to welcome him to the 

board! 

Bill Slechta has been our 

Membership Chair since 

2009 in addition to being 

president-elect for the last 

two years. If you would be 

willing to become our 

Membership Chair and  

assist with a few 

membership-related tasks, 

please contact Bill Slechta at  

wcslechta@yahoo.com 

 Stock photo of assorted cellos.  (Future space for you, your students etc.!) 

A Message from the President 
I want to share with you a few updates relating to NC-ASTA as we try to enhance 
the ways that we can all share the good things that are happening relating to string 
teaching in our state. Please feel free to contact me (wcslechta@yahoo.com) if 
you have questions or want additional information about any of the items below. 
 

1. Website: By the time you read this, I am hopeful that our website will be back up 
and running. Please check out the website at www.ncasta.org as we intend to 
keep it updated with news and information about our activities.  
 

2. Newsletter: This newsletter is a wonderful opportunity for any and all NC-ASTA 
members to submit information about events or activities that you want to share 
with your string teaching colleagues around the state. When the next email is sent 
out with the link to the Google Form for article submissions, we hope you will 
consider filling it out. 
 

3. Facebook Group: For those who do not know, Scott Laird had created a public 
Facebook group for NC ASTA in 2010, and he is going to continue helping out 
with our social media efforts. If you are on Facebook and not a member, please 
search for NC ASTA on Facebook and join. We would like to rejuvenate the group 
and would welcome posts from our members that highlight the wonderful teaching 
happening in our state and/or items of interest for NC ASTA members. Hopefully 
this can become an informal place to connect with your colleagues by sharing 
pictures and comments about performances in your school or studio, new ideas 
that worked well for your students, links to articles about teaching strings that you 
think others should see, or other similar items. 
 

4. Coming Soon: Watch for an email update with details about the new email 
address that will be used to share NC ASTA updates with you as well as 
information about NC ASTA joining Twitter.  
At any point, please let me know if you have ideas for our chapter, questions 
about your membership, or want to volunteer in any capacity. I appreciate all you 
do to promote strings in NC! 
 

Bill 
 

William (Bill) Slechta 

West Cary Middle School 
NC-ASTA President 



Contact Us 

President:                           

William Slechta                     

wcslechta@yahoo.com 

Past-President:                                                  

Rebecca MacLeod                        

rbmacleo@uncg.edu 

President-Elect:             

Aaron Craven  

aaron.craven@fcds.org                                                                        

Treasurer                 

Palma Rajki                

palma.rajki@gmail.com 

Secretary                  

Courtney Guthrie   
Courtney1.guthrie@cs.k12.nc.us 

Newsletter                          

Jessica MacNair                 

Jessica.macnair7@gmail.com 

 

NC-ASTA at ArtsR4Life  

The second annual ArtsR4Life workshop sponsored by the NC Department of 

Public Instruction is on Saturday, September 10 at Meredith College. NC-ASTA 

will be among the professional organizations displaying materials in the 

"Commons Area" during the workshop, so if you attend, please stop at the table 

and say hello. 

For more information visit: 

http://ances.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/ArtsR4Life 

ASTA Events at NCMEA 

Saturday, November 5, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m- New Music Reading Workshop  

Sponsored by J. W. Pepper & Songs, Inc. This session will include both new 
publications and tried and true repertoire for the string orchestra. Bring your 
instrument and be part of the reading orchestra 

UNCSA SMC 168                                                                                                             
1533 South Main St.                                                                                                            
Winston –Salem, NC 27127 

Saturday, November 5, 4:00—4:30 pm– Business Meeting 

UNCSA SMC 168 

Sunday, November 6, 6:30– 8:30 pm-ASTA Social 

Join us for conversation, live music, complimentary drink and hors d'oeuvres,at 
the Old Fourth Street Station (871 West 4th St.), Winston-Salem. All orchestra 
directors and string teachers are welcome to attend -- ASTA Membership is not 
required 

Old Fourth Street Station                                                                                                 
871 West  4th St.                                                                                                               
Winston-Salem, NC 27127 

Member Accomplishments 

Scott Laird is the winner of the prestigious 2016 Maxine Swalin Award for 
Outstanding Music Educator. Laird, Fine Arts Coordinator and Music Instructor at 
North Carolina School of Science and Mathematics in Durham, N.C., has been 
active for over 30 years as a string educator, clinician and conductor. 
 

Elizabeth McCollum, Orchestra Director at Enloe Magnet High School in 
Raleigh, N.C., is the recipient of the 2016 Jackson Parkhurst Award for Special 
Achievement. McCollum has taught with the Wake County Public Schools for over 
30 years. 

"To enrich lives through the joy of teaching and playing stringed instruments."  


